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1N BOLID -h'n.ﬁ.-

O P8 BADGES
Beamh Erod by maalll oF dxpeess Bi Hesipl of prich.

TO ORDER.

TERMe cann, N ABvance.

Bend fora (ironlar, Adigess
4. B TACEARD & OO,
208 Brosdway,

L] H,T.

5 ¥eans of Tdentification, dn Uplift of Unit Mornle, ind &
Onard Agrinst Strapgling...

Faderal field armiss were composed of corps qnm:anr:;rlzz;rm
major generali. At full strength a corpes numbe N
men, but corpe in the Army of the Potomso in 1863 numberad,
on the average, enly 16,000 men, whils soms were smaller.
In the Army of the Potomao each corps headguarters wes de-
signated by & hewdguartsrs flag.

In the West, there was no corms organistion wmtll Ootober,
1862, At thet #ime General Rosecrans astablished a diff-
erent eystem of eorpe flags, but provisions regarding flege
to designate corps headquarters wers not generally ‘adopted.

Bventually oorpe badges were worn proudly by troops in &1L
theaters of war. To inoresss eaprit and for a resdy re-
acanition of corps and divielons in the several mrmies, &
syatem of badges for the yarlous corps wae adopted. The
iden originated with Genersl Fhilip Kearny, who had the scl-
dlars of his divisien wear & red patch to distinguish them
from othar troops. The idea of corpe badges to be worn
throughout the Army of the Potomee later wes supgested to
Hooksr by hie ohief of staff, General Daniel Futterfleld,
who devised the bodges in detail.

Putterfisld's blographer talls how different badges ceme o
be selacted: “The design for the I Army Corps was & diso,
the firet thing thought ef.” A patch or lomenge wea Te-
gerved for the III Army Corps, as Kearny's divieion was in
that corps, For the II Army Ooxrps the trefoll was chosen,
as & Bort of shamrook, thers being many troops of Irish
origin in thet corpa.

The order for the firat corps badges (Army of the Potomao,
March 21, 186%) was prompted by the nesd of ready recognition
of corpe and divieieome to prevent injustios by reporte of
etraggling and misconduct through mistakes as to. ldentifioation
af thelr ergenizations.

The idea of corps badgzes was taken to the Western armies by the
transfer of the XI and XIT Army Corpe from the Army of the
Potomas to Ternesses in 1863, TWhen these corps errived at
Chattanoogr they were wearing thelr sorras badges, Tdvai y
between them and the Western corps was streng and the cont-
raat in neatness of dress between the two pectlions was marked.
One .of the Easternsrs asked en Irichman of the Western troope
what his corps badge was. The Waesterner slapped his cartridge
box and replied: "Thls is my corps badge." As & result of
thie inoident; his wnilt; the XV Army Corpe, sdopted the ocart-
ridge box with the words "Forty Rounds" as thelr corps bedge,
Only two (XITI and XXI) of the 25 corps failed to adopt badgea
in the Federal Aroy.

The bedges, of cloth or metal, wers worn elther on ocap or

left side of the hat, Although the Thief Quartermaster hed
hean dirested to supply ocorpe bedges to all individusals sse-
igned tc corps,; there mppears to have been no regular govern=
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mapt isaue of these badges. The men bought them from sutlers
or made them from the lining of their overotats, Corps eme
blams wers moon ussd everywhers-- being painted on embulsnoes,
wagons, snfl othér material, as will 2a being wern by the man,
¥oet of the metal badges were sold by sutlers. In &dditdon
to brase and tin, silver badges, sngraved with the scldiex's
neme, compeny, and regiment were popular. These fanoy badgas
ware widely advertised in HARPER'S WESNLY, LESLIE'S, and THE
ARMY and. NAVY JOURNAL: One soldier thought hils corps badge
hed the pewer %o protect him from =1l eneny missiles. That
man, & private in the 14th New Hempshire Ianfentry of the XIX
Army Corps, irenically enough was lkilled in his regiment's

"first bettle.

A rether wiusual use of the corps ozblem was that msde by men
of the V Army Corps, who delightd in showing the ememy that
their corps had destroyed part of the Welden Railread. In
August, 10f4, these soldiers heated reilroad raila, then
twistrd ona rail over enother, thus forming a Meltese oross,
their corps badge. FEowever, men of the II Corps, alsc sctlve
in the rail destruction, could hardly do this ms the rells
oould not be twisted into the shape of the trefoll.

In the last two years of thy war Federal corps badges wars
wall krnewn to friend and foe alike. When Confederate pri-
soners wars brought into the lines of the 2d Divieiom of the
I Corps at Bristoe Btation, saw the white trefoil of their
eaptore, they recongnimed thelr old antagonistes of Getiyshurg
and exclaimed: "Those damnad white olube again,”

Sometimes corpe badges wers & dlsadvantage, sspecially to
wounded men who, in some cases, were trested only st their
own oorps hospitals, This happened to a I Army Corpe soldisr
who aought. treatment at an XI Corpe field hosplial at Gettys-
burg., The acldler's corms badze identified him but the

surgaen finelly relented and gave him. too=long delayed medicsl
asnistancs,

4 auggestion for a distinguishing badge for Repular officars
wis nevar acted updin dus to the terminatlion of the waw., How=
ever, the corps badges for the Volunteers; whether the emblems
ware of aloth; tin, brasey or silver; were extensively worn
during the war,  These brdges are very scarce todsy and most
colleotors consider themselves. fortunate if they have even
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